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To guard as far as possible against this danger which appears to
me formidable and imminent I consider it essential :

(!) To maintain absolute firmness, an entire and unbroken unity ot
front, as any weakening, or even any semblance of yielding will open
the way to war; and to insist every time the opportunity occurs on the
automatic operation of military assistance.

(2)  To maintain the military forces of the Allies, and in particular
our own, on an equality with those of Germany,  which are being
continuously increased.   It is essential that we should at the very least
retain the previously existing ratio between our forces and those of the
Reich, that we should not give the erroneous impression that we are
"giving ground."

(3)  To expedite to the very utmost the conclusion of the agreement
with the Soviets.     I can never repeat too often how important a
psychological factor this is for the Reich.

(4)  To advise Warsaw to be more careful than ever and to inten-
sify the measures taken to avoid local incidents, for example, by send-
ing emissaries direct from the central authority to the danger zones.

COULONDRE.

No.  195

M. COULONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, August 15,  1939.

ON the morrow of the discussions between Count Ciano, Herr von
Ribbentrop, and the Fiihrer (August 11, 12, and 13) the situation, as
seen from Berlin, is far from clear. It is not possible to discern with
any degree of certainty either the immediate intentions of the leaders of
the Reich, nor the manner in which they intend, at a given moment, to
escape from the present deadlock nor to what extent they are really
prepared to run the risk of a geneial conflict.

There are, however, certain facts which control the situation:

(1)  The Military preparations of the Reich are being speeded up
and intensified, and it may be accepted that Germany has to-day
reached  an  advanced   stage  of  mobilization.     These   factors  have
increased the war psychosis which is becoming more and more pre-
valent among the German population;

(2)  In  the Danzig problem,   the Reich  has  become  still more
entangled, and over and above the question of the Free City, those
of the German-Polish frontiers, and, in a more general way of the east
of Europe, have been clearly put before German public opinion;

(3)  In spite of the categorical statements of the Reich Press, it is
still impossible to gauge the degree of understanding and effective
solidarity already achieved between Rome and Berlin;

(4)  In addition to symptoms which call for the utmost vigilance,
others would seem to indicate that Berlin has not yet decided to pre-
cipitate  matters,   and  that they  have  not   given   up   all  idea   of
temporizing.